READING 27 (adapted) Caesar describes how Cicero’s brother, Quintus Cicero, managed to get

important letters through to Caesar and his legion commanders when he was besieged during the Roman

campaign in Gaul.

Multae litterae nuntiique ad Caesarem mittébantur, quérum pars déprehensa in

conspectu nostrorum militum necabatur. erat Gnus intus Nervius, nomine Vertico, qui

a prima obsidione ad Cicerdnem perfugerat suamque ei fidem praestiterat. hic servo spé

libertatis magnisque persuadet praemiis, ita servus litteras ad Caesarem portat. has ille

iacul6 inligatas effert et Gallus inter Gallos sine alla suspicione versatus ad Caesarem

pervenit. ab €6 dé periculis Ciceronis legionisque cogndscit. Caesar acceptls litteris hora

circiter indecima diéi statim nantium ad Marcum Crassum quaestdorem mittit, cuius

hiberna aberant ab €6 milia passuum xxv; iubet media nocte legionem castra relinquere

celeriterque ad sé venire. exit cum nantid Crassus. alterum ad Gaium Fabium légatum

mittit, et iubet eum in Atrebatium finés legionem adducere.

Vocabulary:
déprehendo, -ere,
-di, -sus

conspectus, -us 7z.

neco, -are
intus (adv.)
Nervius, -a, -um

obsidio, -ionis £

perfugio, -ere,
perfagi

praesto, -are, -stitl

praemium, -ii 7.

iaculum, -1 7.

inligatus, -a, -um

to seize, catch

sight

to kill

within, “in the army”

a Nervian (Nervians
were a tribe in Gaul)

siege

to desert, flee for
refuge

to show, prove

reward

javelin

attached

effero, efferre,
extuli, élatus
suspicio, -onis f.
versatus, -a, -um
pervenio, -ire
legio, -ionis f
circiter (adv.)
statim (adv.)

quaestor, -0ris 7.

hiberna, -6rum
n. (pl.)

exed, -ire

Atrebatés,
-ium m. (pl.)

to carry out

suspicion

coming and going
to reach

Roman legion
around, about
immediately
quaestor

winter quarters

to leave, go out
Atrebates
(Gallic tribe)



